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Variation Characteristics of Watershed Nitrate Export Driven by Rainfall
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HAO Zongyu, ZHANG Chuang, WANG Yan
(State Environmental Protection Key Laboratory of Soil Health and Green Remediation ,
Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan 430070, China)
Abstract: [ Objective] To clarify the change characteristics of nitrate export flux and pattern driven by rainfall.
[Methods] Typical subtropical hilly watershed Longyan small watershed in Hunan Province was chosen as the
research object. By monitoring the dynamic changes of watershed runoff and nitrate concentration with high
frequency and combining with the C-Q relationship model, the differences in nitrate export flux and patterns
among different rainfall types were clarified. On this basis, the key influencing factors of nitrate export were
identified by using redundancy analysis and correlation analysis. [ Results] The weighted average concentration of
runoff nitrate of all rainfall events varied from 0.08 to 1.50 mg/l.. Among them, the weighted average
concentration of light rain events was only 0.35 mg/L, and the weighted average concentrations of heavy rain and
rainstorm events werre 1.68 and 2.97 times that of light rain events, respectively. The variation range of nitrate
export flux in rainfall events was 4.27 — 353.85 g/h, among them, the average export flux of moderate rain events

was only 20.39 g/h, while the average export flux of heavy rain and rainstorm events was as high as 185.08 and
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194.49 g/h, respectively. In the watershed, the main nitrate export pattern was the enrichment pattern,
accounting for 75%. The variability of nitrate export patterns decreased with the increase of event intensity. The
results of redundancy analysis and correlation analysis showed that, compared with rainfall duration, rainfall
intensity and other factors, rainfall, rainfall within three days before the event and initial discharge were the key
factors affecting watershed nitrate export, and their explanatory rates for nitrate export characteristics were
33.8%, 17.1% and 13.1%, respectively. Among them, rainfall was significantly positively correlated with nitrate
concentration and nitrate export flux (»<C0.01 and p<<0.05) , and rainfall within three days before the event was
significantly positively correlated with the nitrate export pattern (»<<0.05). [ Conclusion] The combined action of
rainfall, antecedent rainfall, and initial discharge changes the source and path of nitrate transport, making nitrate
export more complicated. Scientific understanding of the patterns of nitrate export driven by rainfall is of great
scientific significance to guide the prevention and control of non-point source pollution in the watershed.
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Fig. 2 Rainfall dynamics and rainfall frequencies during the monitoring period
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Table 1 Description of the characteristics of each rainfall event during the monitoring period
‘ vags 00" ww ww i 5 d
il pe g R0 ROk 0 s
CE-H-H)  HfF Bitit /h mo ey B L ey FR/mm
(mm-h™
2023-05-21 Eventl 5.34 27.20 5.09 16.00 129.60 0.40 19.80 20.00
2023-06-20 Event2 16.33 68.00 4.16 40.00 21.60 0.37 2.40 2.60
2023-06-22 Event3 0.33 5.20 15.76 2.28 147.60 0.14 80.20 80.40
2023-06-24 Event4 27.75 71.80 2.59 17.60 183.60 0.25 63.80 134.20
2023-07-15 Eventb 1.09 8.00 7.34 12.00 10.80 0.46 0 0
2023-07-22 Event6 1.34 22.40 16.72 38.80 14.40 0.19 0.60 29.20
2023-08-01 Event7 3.84 13.00 3.39 15.60 18.00 0.15 3.00 3.00
2023-08-13 Event8 3.09 28.80 9.32 46.40 25.20 0.18 5.40 11.40
2023-08-27 Event9 2.25 22.60 10.04 18.40 28.80 0.48 4.40 4.40
2024-04-18  Eventl0 17.83 25.40 1.42 18.00 126.00 0.36 25.20 25.20
2024-04-20  Eventll 2.17 7.00 3.23 7.60 176.40 0.32 25.40 50.60
2024-05-11  Eventl2 3.42 43.60 12.75 64.00 82.80 0.19 1.60 12.00
) EBEEN SR /N L BCT- B9 B (0 0.35 mg/
21 FEAREBRERERELRLES L, ORI 1 2% T A2 il T I AS - 2 ok B A v, 93 i)

H1 e 2 7] 00, AN (6] e T 0 )t A2 I g R £k ik
VI 5 f O A B 22 S R R O 1 A R AR
KL ¥ 46 B R 0.08~1.50 mg/L, H: v 6 3 [ T 1Y il
R 0.5 mg/L, 2 1 BT KW A 2N F R,
ok O AR D A A R i R A AR & I
Mo 123 B 30, 2 W 1F Event2 19 fif B2 £
KO 29 BE e v, 9 1.50 mg/ L, H 1 % 3k 68 mm,
30 min e KR Y 38 B R 40 mm/hs

D=

JE/NF AR 1.68.2.97 4f o T ¢4 Ui S 1R 28
Y 5E f h 4.27~353.85 g/h, K 3 F Event12
) il 1 kA 38 H Fe S5 oA 353.85 g/h, i R 4
Event7 fif i £h i 8 & eI, Ky 4.27 g/ho KW AIZR
TS 1 1 24 i o 3 43 ) ok 185.08,194.49 ¢/h, H
T AN U e o T Sl G U i S R Y O
P 3, 5 PR 4 1 34 48 0 R IS /N
AR

K2 BEE4REARHRERE. AHEESENX

Table 2 Nitrate concentration, export flux and pattern of the watershed runoff for all rainfall events
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Fig.4 The concentration—flux relationship and export pattern of nitrate
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